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Water 
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Legs No Legs 

Hard 

Shell No Shell 

Single Shell Double Shell 

Left Opening 

or Coiled 
Right 

Opening 

Exactly 6 

Legs 

No abdominal 

gills 
Filamentous 

abdominal gills 

Wormlike Not-Wormlike 

Lunged 

Snail

 

Alder fly  

Fish fly, Hellgrammite 

Clam

 

Mayfly

 

Stonefly

 

Most 

Caddisflies

 

Caddisfly 

6 Legs plus 

Fake Legs 

Three Thin Tails 

Flat, 7 

pairs of 

legs 

Common 

Netspinner  

caddisfly

  

Gilled 

Snail

 

Large, Hinged Mouth, 

Tiny Wing pads 

More Than 

6 Legs Flat and broad, 

segmented 

 

Two Tails, 

No Gills  

Shrimp-Like, 

Narrow Side to 

Side 

Ten Legs, 

Lobster-Like 

Aquatic 

Sowbug

 

Scud

 

Crayfish

 

Leech

 

Damselfly

 
Dragonfly

 

Disc-Shaped Larva 

or Adult with Hard 

Wings 

Tiny tail or 3 

Feathery Tails 

Tiny, curved, 

segmented 

Flat, “Eyespots”, 

Non-Segmented 

Tiny, bulges at one end 

Large, plump, 

small appendages 

or prolegs 

AquaticWorm

 

Crane Fly 

(TrueFly)  

Midge

 

Flatworm

 

No Tail 

Tangled, 

Threadlike 

BlackFly

 

Begin Here 



 

 

 


